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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



Sir: 



Pursuant to 37 CFR § 1 .56, the attention of the Patent and Trademark Office is 
hereby directed to the reference(s) listed on the attached PTO-1449. Unless othenA/ise 
indicated herein, one copy of each reference is attached. It is respectfully requested 
that the information be expressly considered during the prosecution of this application, 
and that the reference(s) be made of record therein and appear among the "References 
Cited" on any patent to issue therefrom. The filing of this Information Disclosure 
Statement and the enclosed PTO Form No. 1449, shall not be construed as an 
admission that the information cited is prior art, or is considered to be material to 
patentability as defined in 37 C.F.R. § 1 .56(b). The paragraphs marked below are 
applicable. It is believed that no fees other than those indicated below are due, but 
authorization is hereby given to charge any additional fees due, or to credit any 
overpayment, to deposit account 1 1-0600. 

■ 1 . This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed (a) within three 
months of the filing date of a national application other than a continued prosecution 
application under 37 C.F.R. §1. 53(d), (b) within three months of the date of entry of the 
national stage as set forth in 37 C.F.R. § 1 .491 in an international application, (c) before 
the mailing date of a first Office Action on the merits in the present application, OR (d) 
before the mailing of a first office action after filing of a request for continued 
examination. No certification or fee is required. 



□ 2. This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed more than three 
months after the U.S. filing date AND after the mailing date of the first Office Action on 
the merits, but before the mailing date of a final action, Notice of Allowance, or any 
action that othenA/ise closes prosecution. 

■ 3. The Examiner's attention is directed to co-pending U.S. Patent Application 
No. 09/961 ,202, filed September 24, 2001 , and co-pending U.S. Patent Application 
Serial No. 09/735,899, filed December 14, 2000, which are directed to related technical 
subject matter. The identification of these U.S. Patent Applications is not to be 
construed as a waiver of secrecy as to that application now or upon issuance of the 
present application as a patent. The Examiner is respectfully requested to consider the 
cited applications and the art cited therein during examination of the present application. 
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communication to applicant. ' Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). ' See Kinds Codes of USPTO Patent Documents at www.usDto.aov or MPEP 901.04. Enter Office that issued the 
document, by the two-letter code (WlPO Standard ST. 3). * For Japanese patent documents, the Indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document. Kind of 
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Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademarit Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450. Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND 
TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 



